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Human Health Threats and Impacts 
● There is a higher than expected incidence of childhood brain cancer in the community 

63043.​1 
● State health department recommends that during periods of objectionable odor, 

sensitive individuals should stay indoors, avoid outdoor exercise, and seek medical 
advice for any acute symptoms including headache, nausea, and fatigue, as well as 
respiratory symptoms particularly in asthmatics or other sensitive individuals.​2 

● Surrounding school districts sent letters to parents detailing their shelter in place and/or 
evacuation plans should an emergency occur at the landfill.​3 ​One elementary school 
suggests parents leave enough medication at the school should students have to 
shelter for an indefinite period of time.​4 

● Republic Services acknowledges threats and temporarily relocated residents within the 
1 mile radius around the landfill due to health and air contamination concerns during 
the installation of the cap/cover over the underground fire.​5 

●   Radioactive wastes have been discovered inside a home in Spanish Village.​6 
 

 Families Live on Edge Around the Landfill 
● Air monitor installed in the middle of the children’s park in Spanish Village.​7  ​Parents 

are fearful and stressed knowing the air in the park may make their child sick. 
● At any time of day, you can be assaulted by the noxious odor from the underground fire.​8 
● Families feel trapped; financially, physically, psychologically, and 

emotionally.​8 
● There is added financial and emotional stress of providing extra medication at 

children’s schools and not knowing if your child will come home each day.​8  
● The shelter in place and/or evacuation plan is constantly present in the mind creating 

anxiety, fear, and stress.​8 
● There is loss of use of property and outdoor space.​8 

  
Fires, Spills; Environment and Natural Resources at Risk 

● The Bridgeton/West Lake Landfills are one site. The only separation between them is their 
legal clean up responsibilities.​9 

● The underground fire has been burning since 2010.​10 
● There has been a grass fire within the landfill property​11 ​close to the radioactive waste.​12 
● There has been a wellhead fire within the landfill property.​13 
● There has been leachate spills.​14 
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 ​Fires, Spills; Environment and Natural Resources at Risk (cont.) 
● Rainwater runoff through West Lake to the open stormwater drain that runs to 

the Missouri River.​15 

● Missouri Attorney General has warned of a ​“Chernobyl-like event”​  when the fire reaches 
the radioactive wastes.​16 

● Radioactive contamination has been found in trees on and off site.​16 
● West Lake Landfill has been on the EPA​17 ​Hazardous Waste National Priorities List​18 

since 1990.That’s 27 years without a plan to protect families or clean up the sites. 
● EPA has promised the community and officials a cleanup plan for the last two years 

and has consecutively missed both deadlines.​19 
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